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A cure for the heart 


“O mankind! 
There has 
come to you an 
admonition 
from your 
Lord, a cure for 
what is in the 
hearts, and a 
guide and a 
blessing to true 
believers.” 
(Yunus 10:57) 


The Quran is the cure for any 
sickness of the heart. This 
means that when a true seeker 
recites the Quran, he will 
continually find answers to the 
questions he has in his heart 
during his recitation. He will 
also come to know the cure 
for the sickness of his heart. 
For example, one has doubts 
about the existence of God. 
With this doubt in his mind, 
he begins to recite the Quran. 
When he reaches verse 10 of 
the Chapter Abraham: “Is 
there any doubt about God, 
the Originator of the heavens 
and earth?” and gives deep 
thought to it, he will find 
therein pure rational evidence 
of the existence of God. Thus 
this verse will prove a means 
of changing his doubt into 
belief. 


Similarly, a man may have all 
the material comforts, but he 
may not have mental peace; he 
lives in depression and despair. 
When such a person begins to 
recite the Quran and reaches 
this verse “those who believe 
and whose hearts find comfort 
in the remembrance of God — 
surely in the remembrance of 


God hearts can find 
comfort;” he is startled 
and then he begins to 
reflect on this and even 
come to discover such a 
reality as was quite 
unknown to him before. 
This reality is that these 
material things are not 
any source of comfort: 
only the remembrance of 
God can bring comfort. 
The fact is that man 
according to his nature is 
an idealistic creature, 
while all the things of this 
world are less than ideal in 
their nature. Everything 
has its own flaws and 
limitations. Everything in 
this world is looked upon 
by him as not measuring 
up to his desires. On the 
contrary, God is a perfect 
Being to the ultimate 


degree. He has no flaws. 
That is why man can find 
comfort only when he 
discovers God and comes 
to lead his life in His 
remembrance. 


There is, no doubt, a cure 
for human hearts in the 
Quran. But this cure is 
only for those who seek 
guidance for themselves 
from the Quran; that is to 
say, those who read the 
Quran with an open mind 
and are ready to accept the 
message of the Quran 
unconditionally. In this 
world only those can 
achieve a desired thing 
who are truly its seekers. 


The status of women in Islam. 
Ahe status ol WOMEN eS 


“To whoever does 
good deeds, man 
or woman, and has 
faith, We shall 
assuredly give a 
good and pure life 
and We will 
bestow upon them 
their reward 
according to the 
best of their 


works.” 
(ALNabl 16:97) 


In Islam, a woman enjoys 
the same status as that of a 
man: in the words of the 
Quran, “You are members, 
one of another.” There is no 
difference between man and 
woman as regards status, 
rights and blessings, either 
in this world or in the 
hereafter. Both are equal 
participants, so far as the 
carrying out of the 
functions of daily living is 
concerned. 


However, men and women 
in the eyes of Islam are not 
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duplicates of each other, but 
complements, there being in 
each quite incontrovertible, 
biological differences, which 
lead to the natural separation 
of sphere and occupation. 
This division of labour permits 
the shortcomings of one sex to 
be compensated for by the 
strengths of the other. 


Women have played an 
important role in dawah work 
since the dawn of Islam. The 
wife of the Prophet, Khadijah, 
used to listen to him and 
encourage him in the pursuit 
of his noble cause. 


| 
| 
| 
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The chosen servants of God 


“He said, ‘My 
Lord, since You 
have let me go 
astray. I shall make 
the path of error 
seem alluring to 
them on the earth 
and shall mislead 
them all, except 
for Your chosen 
servants.’ God 
said, ‘This is the 
path which leads 
straight to Me. 
Surely, you shall 
have no power 
over My true 
servants, except 
those misguided 
ones who choose 
to follow you. 
Surely, Hell is the 
place to which 
they are destined.” 
(AL Air 15:39-43) 


According to this verse, 
every man is Satan’s target. 
Satan, with his seductive 
ways, leads him to 
destruction. By presenting 
evil in a beautiful manner, 
he tries to mislead him. 
This is the greatest weapon 
Satan has against man. 


But Satan will not make his 
target those whom God has 
chosen. These chosen 
servants of God will have 
awakened their 
consciousness to the extent 
that they will not fall a prey 
to his seduction. By 
unveiling Satan’s guile, they 
will see the actual truth. 
They will arrive at a proper 
understanding of their 
affairs by their God-given 
reason and not through the 
inducements of Satan. 


The test paper 


“There is good news 
for those who shun 
the worship of false 
deities and turn to 
God, so give good 
news to My servants, 
who listen to what is 
said and follow what 
is best in it. These are 
the ones God has 
guided; these are the 
people endowed with 
understanding.” 
(AL-Zumar 39:17-18) 


The present world is one of 
trial. Here, realities do not 
reveal themselves in their true 
and final shape, which makes 
room for anything to be 
wrongly interpreted. Satan 
exploits this possibility and 
misguides people from the 
right path. 


Whenever a Truth reveals 
itself, Satan tries to divert 
people’s minds from it by 
misinterpreting it. He turns 
away the good aspect of a 
thing and brings to the fore 
whatever is unfavourable 
about it. This is a situation in 
which a man is really put to 
the test. Man has to prove his 
wisdom by distinguishing 
between right and wrong. He 
should be able to tear down 
the satanic veil of deception 
and see the reality. Those who 


| have proved themselves to be 
») in possession of such insight 


are the fortunate ones because 


|| they will find the Divine 
| Truth; those who fail to prove 


this are fated to be enmeshed 
in the negative aspect of 
things, and are liable to be 
brought before God as 
worshippers of Satan. 
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What does the Quran say about 
wealth and children? 


“Give them an 
example about 
worldly life. It is 
like the vegetation 
of the earth that 
thrives when 
watered by the 
rain, which We 
send down from 
the sky, and then it 
all becomes stubble 
which the wind 
blows away. God 
has power over all 
things. Wealth and 
children are an 
ornament of the 
life of this world. 
But deeds of lasting 
merit are better 
rewarded by your 
Lord and a far 
better source of 
hope.” 

(Al-Kahf 18:45-46) 


eee 
Things in this present world 
make the world hereafter 
understandable to us. When 
the earth, after getting water, 
becomes fresh and green, it 
appears as if it will remain like 
this for ever. But thereafter the 
weather changes and all the 
greenery dries up and withers 
away. The glamour of this 
world is no different. The 
charms of the world attract a 
man, but they are all quite 
ephemeral. Doomsday (the Day 
of Judgement) will soon destroy 
them in such a manner that it 
will appear as if they never 
existed. 


The attraction of the world will 
not last, but here there is one 
thing that is going to endure 
forever and that is the good 
and pious deeds of a man. Just 
as plants in the garden grow by 
seeds being sown in the earth, 
so also there is a garden which 
flourishes by God being 
remembered and obeyed. This 
garden never has a winter 
season. Unlike the garden of 
the world, this garden grows in 
the life hereafter but it will be 
available there only to the 
sower of seeds. 
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The qualities of the dwellers of 


Paradise 


“The people who 
truly believe in Our 
messages are those 
who fall to the 
ground in 
prostration when 
they are reminded of 
them, and glorify 
their Lord with 
praise and are not 
arrogant. They 
forsake their beds, 
calling upon their 
Lord in fear and in 
hope, and spend out 
of what We have 
provided them with. 
No soul knows what 
joy is kept hidden in 
store for them as a 
reward for their 
labours.” 


(AL Sajdab 32:15-17) 


For an individual to avail of 
guidance, his willingness to 
accept the Truth is the most 
IO 


eee 
important factor. Only those 
who, by temperament, are 
ready to accept the Truth 
whenever it presents itself 
before them—whether it be 
revealed through a person of 
lesser importance, whether 
such acceptance be a tacit 
admission of one’s own error, 
or whether such acceptance 
leads to upsetting the existing 
system of one’s life—are 
capable of availing of guidance. 
Only those who have such a 
capacity will find the Truth. 
Those who want to accept the 
Truth, but at the same time 
want their ‘greatness’ to remain 
intact, will never find it. 


A man who sacrifices his 
greatness for the sake of Truth 
actually finds the greatest 
thing, namely, the greatness of 
God. God enters his life in 
such a way that he sleeps 
thinking about Him and wakes 
up with memories of God. His 
hopes and fears are all linked 
with God. He surrenders all his 
possessions to God to the 
point of not keeping back 
anything for himself. Such 
people will forever relish the 
bounties of the eternal 
Gardens of Paradise. 


There are two types of 
utterances—the 
straightforward and the 
devious. The 
straightforward utterance is 
that which exactly conforms 
to the facts; which is based 
on factual analysis and 
which is presented with the 
support of solid arguments. 
As opposed to this, the 
devious utterance is that 
which is not reality- 
oriented, which is based on 
guesses and conjectures and 
simply amounts to 
expressing an opinion; it is 
not factual reporting. The 
first mentioned is the 
utterance of the believer 
(mu'min), while the second is 
that of the hypocrite. 


Right words always result in 
right action. Right words 
mean that the 
thinking of an 
individual is in 
exact 
accordance 
with the facts 
and when 
thinking 
accords with 
facts, practical 
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Speaking the truth 


“Believers, fear 
God, and say the 
right word. He will 
bless your works 
for you and forgive 
you your sins. 
Whoever obeys 
God and His 
Messenger has 
indeed achieved a 
great success.” 
(Al-Ahzab 33:70-71) 


planning will necessarily be in 
accordance with facts — a 
course of action which will 
necessarily improve matters 
and lead the individual to 


SUCCESS. 
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-Believing women 
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“Surely, for men and women who have 

surrendered [to God]— 

believing men and believing women, 

obedient men and obedient women, 

truthful men and truthful women, 

patient men and patient women, 

humble men and humble women, 

charitable men and charitable women, 

fasting men and fasting women, d. 


' men and women who guard their chastity, 


men and women who are ever mindful of 
God— 

God is ready with forgiveness and an 
immense reward.” 


(Al-Ahzab 33:35) 
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“This verse shows what 
Almighty God wishes a man 
or woman to be like. The 
ten virtues He would like 
them to possess are as 
follows: Islam (submission 
to God), Faith in God, 
obedience, truthfulness, 
patience, sincerity, charity, 
fasting, chastity and 
remembrance of God. 


These ten virtues 
encompass all the aspects of 
the Islamic faith and Islamic 
character. Briefly speaking, 
one who hopes to receive 
God’s pardon and His 
rewards should bow to His 
injunctions, thus showing 
his total belief in God. 
There should be no 
contradiction between his 
words and his deeds. He 
should stand firm, regardless 
of the circumstances. The 
realization of God’s 


greatness should have made 
him modest and he should 
consider the meeting of 
others’ needs as his own 
responsibility. He must fast 
regularly and, in the context 
of sexual desires, he is chaste 
and pure. His days and 
nights are spent in the 
remembrance of God. 


Just as these qualities are 
required of men, so also are 
they required of women. 
Although their 
manifestation may in some 
respects be different, as far 
as the qualities themselves 
are concerned, they are the 
same for both. A human 
being, whether a woman or a 
man, will be considered 
acceptable to God only 
when he or she approaches 
God endowed with these ten 
qualities. 


The _ of women 
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a. you and 
you are like a garment 
for them.” 

(ALBagarah 2:187) 


The honorable position 
accorded by Islam to woman 
is symbolically demonstrated 
by the performance of the 
rite of saï, an important part 
of the pilgrimage to Makkah, 
made at least once in a 
lifetime as a religious duty by 
all believers who can afford 
the journey. The rite of sa? is 
performed by running back 
and forth seven times 
between Safa and Marwah, 
two hillocks near the Kabah. 
This running, enjoined upon 
every pilgrim, be he rich or 
poor, literate or illiterate, 
king or commoner, is a re- 
enactment of the desperate 
quest of Hajar (Hagar), 
Abraham’s wife, for water to 
quench the thirst of her 
crying infant when they 
arrived at God’s behest in 
this dry, desert country, four 
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thousand years ago, long 
before there was any such 
city as Makkah. (God's aim 
in leading Abraham and his 
wife and child to this 
barren, inhospitable land 
was to bring into being a 
live community which, free 
of all superstitions and all 
other corruptions of 
civilization, would play a 
revolutionary role led by the 
last Prophet.) The 
performance of this rite is a 
lesson in struggling for the 
cause of God. It is of the 
utmost significance that 
this was an act first 
performed by a woman. 
Perhaps there could be no 
better demonstration of a 
woman’s greatness than 
God’s command to men, 
literally, to follow in her 
footsteps. 


The witness of the universe 


“Praise be to God, to 
whom belongs all that 
the heavens and the 
earth contain and 
praise be to Him in 
the Hereafter. He is 
the All Wise, the All 
Aware. He knows 
whatever goes into the 
earth and whatever 
comes forth from it, 


and whatever descends 


from heaven and 
whatever ascends into 
it. He is the Merciful, 
the Forgiving.” 

(Saba’ 34:1-2) 


This Universe is an 


introduction to its Creator. Its 


terrifying vastness reveals the 
majesty of its Creator. The 


utter perfection of its harmony 


indicates that its Creator is a 
perfect and complete being. 


The fact of the Universe being 


extremely congenial and 
conducive to the nourishment 


of human life clearly shows 
that its Creator is extremely 
kind and merciful towards 
His creations. 


One who ponders over the 
mysteries of the Universe 
will be totally absorbed in 
the realization of God’s 
majesty and perfection. He 
will be convinced that from 
the beginning of time till 
the end of eternity, all 
Majesty pertains to the one 
and only God and to none 
other than Him. 


Complete harmony in the 
different elements of the 
universe and its constant 
functioning without any 
external clash and the 
consistently beneficial 
results of its activities and 
other factors of this kind 
are proofs in themselves 
that this universe has been 
created by a Creator who is 
all-knowing and all-wise. 


This universe is the proof of 
the existence of its Creator 
and at the same time an 
introduction to His perfect 
attributes. 
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The blessings of Paradise 
ae eS 


“On that Day no 
soul shall suffer 
the least injustice. 
You shall be 
rewarded only 
according to your 
deeds. The people 
of Paradise shall 
be happily 
occupied on that 
Day—they and 
their wives—shall 
recline on couches 
in the shade. They 
shall have fruits 
therein, and all 
that they ask for. 
‘Peace!’ shall be 
the greeting from 
= the Merciful 
Lord.” 

(Ya Sin 36:54-58) 


The final result of man’s 
deeds (in the present world) 
will be declared in the 
Hereafter. One who 
remained immersed in the 
pursuance of his petty 
interests here, will enter 
the eternal world of the 
Hereafter empty-handed, 
unlike those who lived a life 
of high purpose and who 
will be very pleased 

with the good results 

they achieve. 


Paradise is the world of 
exquisite activities. Its 
inhabitant will have 
interesting encounters and 
savour joyful 
contemplation. They will 
converse with one anther 
on a universal level. All 
types of limitations and 
unpleasantness will have 
come to an end there. In 
short, there will be 
opportunities to live to 


the full. 


Life after death 


“So, ask those who 
deny the truth if it 
was harder to create 
them than all the 
other things We have 
created? We created 
them from sticky clay. 
No wonder you are 
surprised as they 
laugh with scorn. 
When they are 
reminded, they do not 
pay heed, and 
whenever they see 
some sign, they 
ridicule it, saying, 
‘This is plain sorcery!’ 
‘What! When we 
have died and become 
dust and bones, will 
we be brought back 
to life again, along 
with our forefathers?” 
Say, ‘Yes indeed, and 
you will be brought 
low.” 

(AL Saffat 37:11-18) 
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The universe as we observe 
from the earth is so 
complicated and so 
extensive that the re- 
creation of human beings in 
the next world appears to 
be a work of comparatively 
smaller magnitude. A 
greater specimen of the 
creative power of the 
Creator is before us, then 
why should it be impossible 
for that Creator to engage 
in creation on a lesser scale? 


On analysing the human 
body, it appears that it is a 
combination of earthly 
components. Man is made 
up of substances found on 
earth, such as water, 
calcium, iron, sodium, etc. 
All these are found in our 
world in abundance, then by 
utilising the same elements 
from which He once 
created human beings, can 
He not re-create man? 


The distinguishing marks of faith 


“Who refrain from heinous sins 
and gross indecencies; who forgive 
when they are angry; who respond 
to their Lord and attend to their 
prayers; who conduct their affairs 
by mutual consultation and spend 
out of what We have provided for 
them; who, when they are 
attacked, defend themselves. Let 
harm be requited by an equal 
harm. But whoever pardons and 
amends will find his reward with 
God. He does not love the 
wrongdoers. Those who defend 
themselves after they have been 
wronged cannot be held 
blameworthy, blame falls only on 
those who wrong men and 
transgress on this earth without 
justification—such will have a 
painful punishment—whoever is 
patient and forgiving, acts with 
great courage and resolution.” 

(AL Shura 42:37-43) 


When a man attains Faith in 
the real sense, this brings about 
a revolution in him and a new 
personality emerges. The 
qualities of a servant of God 
described here are the same 
that develop in a man as a 
result of the emergence of the 
aforesaid Faith-oriented 
personality. Such a man’s 
nature develops to the point 
where he is ready to give due 
recognition to the reality. He 
fully realises the godliness of 
God and his being the subject 
of God and, under the impact 
of this realisation, bows down 
before Him. When God calls 
him, it becomes impossible for 
him not to respond positively. 
The consciousness springing 
out of Faith makes him 
sensitive to right and wrong. 
He does whatever is required 
to be done and abstains from 
doing whatever should not 

be done. 


The realisation of his real 
position develops in him 
modesty and humility, 
which take away the anger, 
the propensity to 
transgress and the 
arrogance from his 
temperament. This 
humility enables him to 
benefit from others’ advice 
in collective matters and 


requires him to desist from 
taking steps simply on the 
basis of his personal opinion. 
His relationship with others 
is that of well-wishing and not 
that of obduracy and 
exploitation. 


One so inclined is never 
aggressive towards others. 
Whenever he takes steps 
against others, he does so in 
self-defence and only to the 
extent necessary to stop the 
oppression. Even when faced 
with extreme provocation, he 
is ready to forgive people and 
forget the wrong they have 
done him. A believer does all 
this under the influence of his 
strong Faith. And God 
acknowledges his virtue by 
confering upon him the titles 
of ‘Courageous’ and ‘Firm in 
Determination’ and admits 
him to the Garden of 
unending bounties. 


“When the great 
over-whelming 
event arrives, on 
the Day that man 
remembers what 
he strove for and 
Hell is there for 
all to see, anyone 
who has acted 
arrogantly and 
prefers the life of 
this world, will 
find himself in 
Hell; but one who 
fears to stand 
before his Lord 
and restrained 
himself from base 
desires, shall 
dwell in 
Paradise.” 
(ALNazi‘at 
79:34-41) 


4 The trials of this woud | Wi 


Man is between two 
domains, One is the 
present world, which is 
before him, and the second 
is the world of the 
Hereafter, which is hidden 
from view. The real test of 
man is that he should 


prefer the Hereafter to the £ 


present world. But this can 
be done only by one who 


has the courage to exercise g 
control over the base ipa 


desires of the self and not ` 
behave arrogantly. 


The present world is full of } ih ai 
different types of tests and |, 4 
trials. These repeatedly lead, 


a man into attempting to 
satisfy base desires. One 
who is lost in worldly 
desires will fail in this test. 
Only that person can save 
himself from evil 
consequences who believes , 
that he will be made to 
stand before God on i 
Doomsday. This belief will } 
prevent him from fallinga "i 
prey to unworthy ambitions. | 
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Satan’s trials 


“Say, ‘I seek refuge 
in the Lord of 
people, the King of 
people, the God of 
people, from the 
mischief of every 
sneaking whisperer, 
who whispers into 
the hearts of people, 
from jinn and men.” 
(AENas 114:1-6) 


Man is a humble creature. He 
essentially needs protection. 
But this cannot be given to 
him by anybody except the 
one and only God. It is God 
who is the Lord and Sustainer 
of all human beings. It is He 
who is their King. It is He | 
alone who is worth 
worshipping. Indeed, who 
except God can become the 
support of believers in their 
trials and tribulations? 


The most dangerous mischief 
against which man should seek 
God's refuge is that of Satan. 
He is most dangerous because 
he always hides his real 
position. He misleads people 
by his deceitful ways. So, only 
one who is extremely alert; one 
to whom God has given the 
capacity to distinguish between 
Truth and Untruth; one who 
can understand what is reality 
and what is falsity can save 
himself from the machinations 
of Satan. Evil-inspirers are not 
only the known Satans, even 
among human beings there are 
certain Satan-like people who 
present themselves in artificial 
guises and, by means of 
deceitful words, brainwash 
others and put them on the 
path of misguidance. 


Seeking refuge in God from 
mischief is a two-sided action. 
On the one hand, it entails 
obtaining God’s grace. On the 
other hand, its purpose is to 
awaken one’s awareness of 
mischief so that one may 
become capable of countering 
it more consciously. 


Salvation from the torment 


“Believers, safeguard 
yourselves and your 
families from a Fire 
fuelled by people and 
stones, and watched 
over by angels, stern 
and strong: angels 
who never disobey 
God’s commands to 
them, but promptly 
do as they are 
commanded. You 
who are bent on 
denying the truth, 
make no excuses 
today: you are only 
being rewarded 
according to your 
deeds.” 

(AL-Tahrim 66:6-7) 


In the present world it often 
happens that a man knows 
that something is right, but 
excessive attachment to his 
wife and children compels 
him to shun the right path 
and do only that which his 
wife and children desire. But 
this is a terrible lapse on his 
part. Man should know that 
the children for whose sake 
he forgets to act with 
rectitude today, will be 
handed over tomorrow to 
fierce agents of Hell, who will 
be as heartless as robots and 
who will not make any 
concessions to them. 


Truth is plain for all to see. 
Both human nature and 
God’s revelation declare its 
veracity in an unambiguous 
manner. This being so, no 
human excuse can be taken 
into consideration. Man 
deviates from the truth for 
trivial reasons in this world. 
But, in the hereafter, it will 
be made clear to him that his 
case is one of being 
headstrong with no basis 


in reason. 


The realization of truth 


“When they are 
confronted by what 
they have been 
promised, they will 
realize who is weaker 
in helpers and fewer in 
numbers. Say, ‘I do not 
know whether what 
you are promised is 
imminent, or whether 
my Lord has set for it a 
far-off day. He alone 
has knowledge of what 
is hidden. He reveals 
this to none, except 
the messenger whom 
He has chosen. He 
sends down guardians 
who walk before them 
and behind them, so 
that He may know that 
the messengers have 
delivered the messages 
of their Lord. He 
encompasses all that is 
with them and He 
keeps count of all 
things.” 

(AL finn 72:24-28) 


The messenger of Truth is 
apparently a common man. 
Therefore, the people who | 
are affected by his call turn 
upon him. They forget that 
any action against him 
amounts to action against 
God Himself. And who can 
be successful by taking action 
against God? 


The greatest test of a man in 
this world is that he should 
recognize the caller of truth 
in the form of a man similar 
to himself. He should 
discover that it is a man who 
is the representative of God. 
Without being subjected to 
any material influence or 
making demands for proof of 
historical greatness, he 
accepts the bearer of truth. 
This test of a man was valid 
during the times of the 
prophets and the same test 
will remain so after the 
prophets, with the sole 
difference that formerly this 
test was on the level of the 
prophet, and now the test 
will be on the level of the 
caller of truth. Without 
fulfilling this test of 
realization of truth, no one’s 
faith can be vouched for. 
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“But no! There i isa 
raging blaze stripping 
away s skin, and it 
oil claim all those 
who turned their backs 
[on the true faith] and 
turned away [from the 
truth], and amassed 
wealth and hoarded it. 
Indeed, man is born 
impatient: when 
misfortune touches 
him he starts 
lamenting, and 
whenever good fortune 
comes to him, he 
grows niggardly. But 
not so the worshippers 
who are steadfast in 
prayer; those who give 
a due share of their 
wealth to those who 
ask {for help] and to 
the destitute; and 
those who believe in 
the Day of Judgement 
and are fearful of the 
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The didier of Paradise 
SNe OWE 


punishment of their 
Lord; for none may 
ever feel secure from 
the punishment of 
their Lord; those who 
preserve their 
chastity except from 
their spouses and 
those whom they 
rightfully possess 
[through wedlock}, 
for which they incur 
no blame—but those 
who go beyond that 
limit are 
transgressors; and 
those who are faithful 
to their trusts and to 
their pledges; and 
those who stand by 
their testimony and 
are steadfast in their 
prayers. They will 

be honoured in 

the Gardens of 
Bliss.” 


(Al-Ma'arij 70:15-35) 
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In these verses, it has 

been specified who are 

those fortunate people who will 

be lodged in the eternal gardens of 

the hereafter. These are the people yi 
who have regularly said their prayers in E 
this world; who have lived their lives in $ 
subservience to God’s commandmends. Moreover, ! 
they never considered what they earned to be their . 
personal property but thought it to be God's gift. 

This feeling has made them share their possessions 

with others. 


These are the people whose whole life has been 
spent in such a way that at every moment they 
feared that they would have to die and that after i 
death they would be made to stand before the 
divine court. 


Similarly, they have exercised complete control over 
their carnal desires. In this regard, they have never 
exceeded God’s limits. Similarly, they have proved 
fully responsible in matters of trust. They have 
never broken their promises nor breached any 

one’s trust. They have always fulfilled the 
requirements of their religious duties. For 

those who have led a principled and 

responsible life in this world, the 

door of paradise will be opened. 


No salvation on the basis of 
belonging to a group 


The success of the hereafter 
has in no way a relation with 
any group. It all depends on 
one’s actions rather than on 
relations with a group. The 
following verse of the Quran 
clarifies this fact. 


“The believers, the 
Jews, the Christians, 
and the Sabaeans—all 
those who believe in 
God and the Last 
Day and do good 
deeds—will be 
rewarded by their 
Lord; they shall have 
no fear, nor shall they 
grieve.” 
(Al-Baqarah 2:62) 
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This Quranic verse negates 
the theory of salvation on 
the basis of one’s belonging 
to any particular group, and 
brackets the Muslim 
community equally with 
other religious communities. 
According to this verse, in 
relation to groups, there is 
no difference between any 
one group or any other in 
God’s view. The difference is 
in regard to the good or evil 
actions of the group 
members and not in regard 
to their association with a 
particular group 
or community. 


The Book: there is no doubt in it 


“Alif Lam Mim. 
This is the Book; 
there is no doubt in 
it. It is a guide for 
those who are 
mindful of God.” 
(Al-Baqarah 2:1-2) 


This Quranic statement is 
an eternal challenge. It 
declares a certain future for 
the Quran: no individual or 
group will be able to cast 
any doubt upon it. This 
book will remain preserved 
from all types of doubt and 
suspicion to the last stage 
of human history. 


This is a unique book which 
has no comparable example 
in any other religious 
books. One thousand four 


eee 
hundred years have passed 
since its revelation but, till 
now, no one has been able to 
find any trace of doubt. This is 
the same Arabic Book which 
the Prophet presented as a 
divine book in Arabia. Today, 
the whole Quran is in its 
original form and in the same 
language as it was revealed 
1400 years ago. The Quran has 
constantly maintained its 
unassailable position, 
unaffected by doubt or 
suspicion of any kind. There 
are many references in the 
Quran which are related to 
human sciences, and 
astonishingly, the scientific 
developments of the later 
times have not proved any of 
the statements of the Quran to 
be open to question. Each 
statement of the Quran has 
been borne out as to 


its veracity. 


With every hardship there is ease 


an ve V le not 
a your heart, 
and removed your 
burden that 
weighed so heavily 
on your back, and 
have We not given 
you high renown? 
So, surely with 
every hardship 
there is ease; surely, 
with every hardship 
there is ease. So, 
when you are free, 
strive hard, and to 
your Lord turn {all] 
your attention.” 
(ALSharh 94:1-8) 
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The Prophet Muhammad 
went tirelessly in the quest 
of knowledge about reality 


and Truth. God blessed him 
with this knowledge, which 


opened his heart to the 
deep realisation of Truth 
(ma'rifah). Then he started 
preaching the oneness of 
God in Makkah, where he 


had to face stiff opposition, 


but it was thanks to this 
opposition, that he became 
known throughout the 
country. 


This is God’s law in the 
present world. Hence, a 
man has to face difficult 
conditions (‘wsr) in the 
beginning, but if he 
perseveres with patience, 
this ‘usr or hardship 
becomes a stepping stone to 
new and easy circumstances 
(yusr). Therefore, a man 
should always look towards 
God and continue to 
struggle according to his 
Capacity. 
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God’s help 


“By the glorious 
morning light; and by 
the night when it 
darkens, your Lord has ~ 
not forsaken you, nor is 
He displeased with you, 
and the Hereafter will 
indeed be better for you 
than the present life; 
soon you will be 
gratified with what your 
Lord will give you. Did 
He not find you 
orphaned and shelter 
you? Did He not find 
you wandering, and give 
you guidance? Did He 
not find you in want, 
and make you free from 
want? Therefore do not 
treat the orphan with 
harshness, and do not 
chide the one who asks 
for help; but proclaim 
the blessings of 

your Lord.” 

(ALDuha 93:1-11) 


The system of this world 
has been so formulated 
that here the day dawns 
and night also falls. Only 
with the occurrence of 
both is the system 
perfect. Similarly, for the 
proper development of a 
man, it is necessary that 
he should have hardship 
as well as easy 
circumstances. 


The Prophet Muhammad 
was born an orphan. Then 
God provided him with 
the best of guardians. He 
went eagerly in search of 
the Truth. Then God 
opened the door of Truth 
for him. He was 
apparently without 
wealth. Then God made 
him prosperous through 
his wife, Khadijah. These 
are historical examples 
which show how 
Almighty God helps His 
subjects. 


Man should help the weak 
so that he may be entitled 
to God's grace. His words 
should be full of the 
expression of God's grace, 
so that God may confer 
His blessings upon him. 
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Patience 


“So be patient with 
anything they may 
say and glorify your 
Lord with His 
praise before the 
rising of the sun 
and before its 
setting; and glorify 
Him in the hours of 
the night and at the 
beginning and end 
of the day, so that 
you may find 

j comfort.” 
(Ta Ha 20:130) 


Patience is one of the most 
important virtues which 
opens the door to countless 
blessings in this world as well 
as in the next world. Those 
who show unwavering 
patience and steadfastness in 
order to earn God’s pleasure 
will be greatly rewarded in 
this world as well as in the 
hereafter. 


Those who have patience for 
Allah’s cause and counsel 
others to be patient will enter 
paradise, whereas those who 
mar their lives with 
impatience, always 
complaining about the 
hardships they face in day-to- 
day life, will find themselves 
in the darkness of the hell. 


The Quran tells us to have 


` patience and to exhort one 


another to be patient. God’s 
help is, in reality, with those 
who display unshakeable 


. patience in the face of 
f negative situations. Indeed, 
. patience is the most 


important characteristic of a 
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Righteousness 


Human beings differ from 
each other in many ways, 
notably in terms of race and 
place of origin—some are 
black, some are white, some 
are from the rain forests, 
some are from the tundra. 
But all these differences are 
for the purpose of 
identification—not for the 
making of distinctions. 


«Mankind! We have 
created you from a 
male and female, and 
made you into 
peoples and tribes, 
so that you might 
come to know each 
other. The noblest of 
you in God’s sight is 
the one who fears 
God most. God is all 


Indeed, many evils have 
stemmed from these 
differences being used to 


knowing and all- discriminate between one 

aware.” (Al-Hujurat person and another, between 
one community and another, 

49:13) between one nation and 


another. Humanity has been 
eternally torn asunder by 
such prejudice. 


Human beings, in view of 
their origin, are all one. 
Among them, if at all there 
į is any basis for distinction, it 
| is as to who is fearful of God 
and who is not. Even this is 
known only to God and not 
to any human being. 
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Islamic spirituality 


According to Islam, the 
source of spirituality is 
not in any mysterious 
type of exercise or in the 
casting of spells. Its 
fountainhead is rather in 
reflecting upon the 
realities of this world. By 
thinking, a man here 
receives such favours and 
beneficence as produce 
spiritual commotion 
within him and elevate 
him from the level of a 
material man to that of a 
spiritual man. This reality 
comes to light in the 
following verses of 

the Quran: 


“There are signs 
in the creation of 
the heavens and 
the earth, and in 
the alternation of 
night and day for 
people of 
understanding, 


who remember 
God while 
standing, sitting 
and [lying] on 
their sides, and 
who ponder over 
the creation of the 
heavens and the 
earth, saying, 
‘Lord, You have 
not created all this 
without purpose. 
Glory be to You! 
Save us from the 
torment of the 
Fire. Lord, those 
whom You 
condemn to enter 
the Fire You have 
surely brought to 
disgrace. 
Wrongdoers will 
have no 


supporters. Lord, we 
have heard a caller 
calling to the true 
faith saying, ‘Believe 
in your Lord,’ and 
we believed. Lord, 


forgive us our sins 


and remove from us 


our bad deeds and 


make us die with the 
virtuous. Our Lord! 


Grant us what You 


have promised to us 


through Your 
messengers, and do 
not humiliate us on 


the Day of 


Resurrection. Surely, 


You never fail to 
fulfill Your 
promise.” 

(AL ‘Imran 


3:19 0-194) 


According to Islam, 
spirituality is not 
synonymous with 
being lost in some 
mysterious world, nor 
is it such a search as 
begins from one’s own 
self and ends in one’s 
own self. On the 
contrary, Islamic 
spirituality is man’s 
achieving the living 
realization of the 
reality of God; his 
finding a conscious 
anchorage in the 
eternal world of 
realities. The journey 
of Islamic spirituality 
passes along known 
ways and not through 
unknown valleys. 


This intellectual 
discovery changes 
man’s whole life. Now, 
he becomes a new 
human being, a human 
being who builds a 
meaningful life both in 
this world and in 

the hereafter. 


33 


The price of Paradise 
me eee 


In this verse Paradise is 
declared the reward for 
certain ‘words’ uttered b 
people (fa athabahumu'llah 
bima qalu). But what were 
these ‘words’ which made 
the speakers of them 
entitled to eternal Paradise? 
What they said represented 
and gave expression to their 
entire being. It was the 
sound of the outflow of 
their personality. They 
heard God's message in 
such a way that they found 
the whole truth enshrined 
in it. It penetrated their 
hearts and minds. It caused 
in them a revolution which 
changed the entire focus of 
their wishes and 
aspirations—to the extent 
that all barriers of prejudice 
and interests broke down. 
They identified themselves 
with Truth in such a way 
that they lost their separate 
identity. They became its 
witness and to become a 
witness meant truth 
embedding itself within 
them. The Quran was not a 
mere book for them but a 
living sign of the Lord of 
the Universe. This Divine 
experience, although 


expressed in words, was not 
just a matter of words: it 
was a turmoil, an 
earthquake which affected 
their entire existence. So 
much so that tears flowed 
from their eyes. 


Words spoken about reality 
do not merely make a 
statement: they are the 
highest form in which to 
give meaningful shape toa 
man’s actions and feclings, 


and, in the entire known 
universe, only man has the 
Capacity to comprehend the 
refinement and significance of 
words and to use them to the 
best effect. ‘Words’ are the 
best of man’s being. ‘Word’ is 
eloquent action. Therefore, 
when a man proves and 
expresses his servitude to 
God at the level of ‘words’, he 
establishes a certain 
entitlement to paradise. 
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Sensitivity is the shield 


“When any evil 
suggestion from 
Satan touches those 
who fear God, they 
are instantly alerted 
and become 
watchful; but the 
followers of devils 
are led relentlessly 
into error by them. 
They never desist.” 
(ALA raf 7:201-202) 


Pious sensitivity is the greatest 
restraining force in this world, 
If a man has such sensitivity he 
will be held back from evil, but 
if he does not, nothing can stop 
him from perpetrating evil, 


The fact is that, in this present 
world, everyone is exposed to 
attacks of Satan and his baser 
self. In sucha situation, the 
only thing which can ensure 
man’s rectitude is his fear of 
God. The fear of God makes a 
man very sensitive. That same 
sensitivity is the greatest shield 
a man can have in this present 
world of trial. When a wrong 
notion or a negative urge wells 
up in a man, his sensitivity 
instantly warns him against it. 
After a moment of negligence, 


| he is awakened and, asking God 


for His forgiveness, he reforms 
himself. On the contrary, those 
who are fearless of God fall prey 
to Satan’s temptations. They do 
Not even feel that Satan is 
leading them to their 
destruction. Sensitivity is man’s 
greatest protector, while 
insensitivity leaves a man 
unprotected against Satan to 
the ultimate degree. 


“Never forget that 
the life of this world 
is only a game anda 
passing delight, a 
show, and mutual 
boasting and trying 
to outrival each 
other in riches and 
children. It is like 
the growth of 
vegetation after the 
rain, which delights 
the planter, but 
which then withers 
away, turns yellow 
and becomes 
worthless stubble. 
In the life to come 
there will be a 
terrible punishment, 
or God’s forgiveness 
and approval: the 
life of this world is 
nothing but means 
of deception. Vie 
with one another for 
your Lord’s 
forgiveness and for a 
Paradise as vast as 


The life of this world 


heaven and earth, 
which has been made 
ready for those who 
believe in God and 
His messengers. Such 
is God’s grace. He 
bestows it upon 
whoever He pleases. 
There is no limit to 
God's bounty.” 
(Al-Hadid 57:20-21) 


God has created examples of 
the Hereafter in this world. 
One of these examples is that 
of a field. When, after receiving 
water, the crops ripen, their 
greenery looks very attractive 
for a few days. But soon hot 
winds blow and they begin to 
wither away. Then, the crops 
are reaped and threshed. 


Similarly, the glamour of this 
world is also temporary. It lasts 
but a few days. After coming 
into possession of it, man 
becomes misled. He starts 
thinking that it is his 
everything. But, afterwards, 
when he is taken back to God, 
it will be evident to him that 
the glories of the world were 
valueless. 
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Those who will achieve success 


P 
the believers; those 


A 


who are humble in 
their prayer; those 
who turn away from 
all that is frivolous; 
those who pay the 
zakat; those who 
safeguard their 
chastity except with 
their wives, and what 
their right hands 
possess—for then 
they are free from 
blame, but those who 
seek to go beyond 
that are 
transgressors—those 
who are faithful to 
their trusts and 
promises; and those 
who attend to their 
prayers; these are the 
heirs of Paradise they 
shall abide in it 
forever.” 
(Al-Mu'minun 23:1-11) 
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“Successful indeed are In this world of God, 


success is for one who is a 
true believer, one who 
devotes himself fully to God 
and not to anybody other 
than God, and who leads a 
God-oriented life. 


Realisation of God is nota 
simple matter. It brings 
about a revolution in the life 
of a man. He becomes a 
worshipper of God and bows 
down before Him in 
submission. His sincerity 
and seriousness increase to 
the extent that wasting time 
in useless pursuits appears 
fatal to him. He sets aside a 
portion of his earnings in the 
name of God and with that 
he helps the needy. He 
exercises control over his 
sexual desires and gives free 
rein to them only within the 
limit prescribed by God for 
the purpose. He lives his life 
in this world as a responsible 
person and never 


misappropriates whatever is 


entrusted to him. Such a 
man never dishonours any 
pledge undertaken by him. 


Those who find guidance 


“God will admit 
those who believe 
and do good deeds to 
Gardens watered by 
flowing rivers; there 
they will be given 
bracelets of gold and 
pearls to wear and 
their clothing will be 
of silk. For they were 
guided to purity of 
speech. And they 
were guided to the 
path of the Glorious 
Lord.” 

(Al-Hajj 22:23-24) 


The truth is actually 
introduced to a man by means 
of words. But words can be 
explained and interpreted in so 
many different ways, that only 
that person can take guidance 
from it who is sincere to the 
last extent in this matter. This 
is why it is described in the 


Quran that God’s book is 
true but it becomes a means 
of guidance only for those 
who are eager to take 
guidance from it with open- 
mindedness. 


In this world where the net 
of deceptive words is spread 
Out everywhere and where 
people far away from Truth 
enjoy the position of 
dominance, it is undoubtedly 
the most difficult task to 
discover and recognise the 
truth of Faith; and it is even 
more difficult in practice to 
put oneself on the path of 
this faith. 


Those who have been 
endowed with the ability to 
recognise and sift the noblest 
of words from the medley of 
senseless sounds, are the 
ones who will seek out the 
right path from a labyrinth of 
different paths. Those who 
show such great ability in 
this world are the cream of 
humanity. They deserve to 
be given an abode in the 
eternal gardens of paradise. 


Servants of the Most Gracious 


“The true servants of 
the Gracious One 
are those who walk 
upon the earth with 
humility and when 
they are addressed 
by the ignorant ones, 
their response is, 
‘Peace’; and those 
who spend the night 
prostrating 
themselves, and 
standing before their 
Lord, who say, ‘Our 
Lord, ward off from 
us the punishment 
of Hell, for its 
punishment is a 
dreadful torment to 
suffer. Indeed, it is 
an evil abode and 
evil dwelling-place.’ 
They are those who 
are neither 
extravagant nor 
niggardly, but keep a 
balance between the 
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two; those who never 
invoke any other 
deity besides God, 
nor take a life which 
God has made 
sacred, except with 
the right to do so, 
nor commit adultery. 
Anyone who does 
that shall face 
punishment: he shall 
have his suffering 
doubled on the Day 
of Resurrection and 
he will abide forever 
in disgrace, except 
for those who repent 
and believe and do 
good deeds. God will 
change the evil deeds 
of such people into 
good ones: He is 
most forgiving and 
most merciful. He 
who repents and 
does good deeds has 
truly turned to God. 


Demy 


And those who do 
not bear false 
witness, and when 
they pass by frivolity, 
they pass by with 
dignity; who do not 
turn a blind eye and a 
deaf ear to the signs 
of their Lord when 
they are reminded of 
them; who say, ‘Lord, 
grant us joy in our 
wives and children 
and make us a model 
for the righteous.’ 


These are the ones 
who will be rewarded 
with lofty mansions 
in Paradise, for their 
steadfastness. They 
will be received 
therein with 
greetings of welcome 
and salutations of 
peace. There they 
shall abide forever: a 


blessed dwelling and 
a blessed resting 
place.” 

(Al-Furqan 25:63-76) 


It has been stated in these 
verses of the Quran who are 
those who will find a place in 
the eternal gardens of 
Paradise. In these verses, the 
basic virtues of such people 
have been described. A 
perusal of these verses, makes 
it clear what type of attitude 
they adopt towards their Lord 
and what type of attitude they 
adopt towards those among 
whom they are living. We 
come to know from these 
verses that these heavenly 
qualities are born in those 
who live in this world with 
the feeling that they are the 
slaves of the Most Gracious 
and Most Merciful. Their 
position in comparison to 
that of God is one of slavery; 
they are not free: they are at 
all times under God's 
surveillance. 


Modesty 


“Say to believing 
women that they 
should lower their gaze 
and remain chaste and 
not to reveal their 
adornments—save 
what is normally 
apparent thereof, and 
they should fold their 
shawls over their 
bosoms. They can only 
reveal their 
adornments to their 
husbands or their 
fathers or their 
husbands’ fathers, or 
their sons or their 
husbands’ sons or their 
brothers or their 
brothers’ sons or their 
sisters’ sons or 
maidservants or those 
whom their right 
hands possess or their 
male attendants who 
have no sexual desire 
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or children who still 
have no carnal 
knowledge of 
women. Nor should 
they swing their 
legs to draw 
attention to their 
hidden ornaments. 
Believers, turn to 
God, every one of 
you, so that you 
may prosper.” 
(ALNur 24:31) 


ot 


With regard to ladies, satr 
defines which parts of her 
body a woman must cover 
and which parts she may 
keep uncovered, either in or 
outside her house, and 
before whom, when and 
under what conditions. 


The literal meaning of ‘O! 
You Believers! Turn all 
together towards God, is 
that in carrying out the 
instructions of the Islamic 
law, the most important 
virtues are the receptivity 
and sincerity of people’s 
hearts. The male and female 
Companions of the Prophet 
Muhammad maintained the 
highest standard in this 
respect. ‘A’ishah says, ‘By 
God! I have never found 
anybody better than the 
women of the Ansar when it 


comes to honouring the Book 
of God and having faith in its 
instructions.’ When the 
following verse of the chapter 
entitled a/-Nur, ‘They should 
put shawls over their bosoms’, 
was revealed, the Ansar men 
returned to their houses and 
conveyed to their wives, 
daughters and sisters the 
instructions revealed for them 
by God. 


Some untied their waist-belts 
while others used their 
covering sheets and made 
shawls out of them. The next 
morning when they offered 
prayers (salat) led by the 
Prophet Muhammad, it 
seemed as if crows sat on 
their heads (because of the 
scarves they wore). (Tafsir ibn 
Kathir). 


What does the Quran say about 


earlier scriptures? 


“Yet the scripture of 
Moses was revealed 
before it as a guide 
and a blessing; and 
this is a Book in the 
Arabic language, 
fulfilling [previous 
prophecies], to 
forewarn those who 
do evil and to bring 
good news to those 
who do good. Surely 
those who say, ‘Our 
Lord is God,’ and 
remain firm [on that 
path] shall feel no 
fear, nor shall they 
grieve: it is they who 
are the people of 
Paradise, they shall 
abide therein as a 
reward for all that 
they have done.” 
(AL Ahgaf 46:12-14) 
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The difference between the 
Quran and other divine 
scriptures is that the earlier 
scriptures tell us about a 
book to be sent down and a 
Prophet as well after them, 
while the Quran very clearly 
declares that it is the final 
divine book, that 
Muhammad is the final 
messenger of God and that 
no prophet will come 

after him. 


This difference is sufficient 
to prove that the earlier 
divine books did not have the 
status of final guidance. 
Those books were meant 
only for earlier groups of 
humanity. And after the 
revelation of the Quran, their 
period of guidance came to 
their end. Now in this 
subsequent period of 
guidance, there is only one 
book which is the true source 
of divine guidance for man. 
And that is the Quran. In 
other words, the Quran has 
the status of annulling earlier 
scriptures, i.e. it is the one 
that annuls the guidance of 
earlier periods. 


The system of nature 


“We have enjoined 
on man kindness to 
his parents: his 
mother bore him, in 
pain and in pain she 
gave birth to him, 
and his bearing and 
weaning takes thirty 
months. At length, 
when he reaches the 
age of full maturity 
and attains forty 
years, he says, ‘O my 
Lord! Help me to be 
grateful for Your 
favours which You 
have bestowed upon 
me, and upon both 
my parents, and to 
do good deeds that 
will please You. 
Grant me 
righteousness in my 
offspring. Truly, I 
have turned to You 
and, truly, I submit 
to You.’ We accept 
from such people 
the best of what 


they do and We 
overlook their bad 
deeds. They will be 
among the people of 
Paradise—this is a 


true promise that has į 


been given to them.” 
(ALAhgaf 46:15-16) 


Human procreation takes place 
through a father and a mother 
who nurture their offspring 
through infancy to adulthood. 
This is, so to say, the natural 
system of man’s training, which 
ensures that he develops a keen 
consciousness of his duties 
towards human beings along 
with the feeling that he must 
acknowledge the grace of his 
Benefactor and discharge his 
duties towards Him. This 
feeling teaches a man two 
things: firstly, to honour his 
pledges towards other men and, 
secondly, to fulfill important 
obligations to God, the Creator 
and Lord. 


Those who learn a lesson from 
Nature and fulfill their duties 
towards all, ranging from their 
parents right up to God, are the 
ones who will be admitted 

to Paradise. 
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The earthquake of doomsday 


“When the earth is 
shaken with its 
violent shaking, 
when the earth 
shakes off her 
burdens, when man 
asks, ‘What is 
happening to her?’; 
on that Day it will 
narrate its account, 
for your Lord has so 
directed it. On that 
Day people will 
come forward in 

' separate groups to 
be shown their 
deeds: whoever has 
done the smallest 
particle of good will 
see it; while whoever 
has done the 
smallest particle of 
evil will see it.” 


(Al-Zalzalah 99:1-8) 


The earthquake on Doomsday 
will be the announcement of 
the end of the testing period 
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for man. This would mean 
that the freedom which was 
theirs on account of their 
being on trial, has now been 
snatched away from them. 
Now the time has come 
when human beings will be 
recompensed for their deeds. 
Today, God’s world is silent, 
but when conditions change, 
everything found here will 
start talking. The inventions 
of the present day have 
proved that lifeless or 
inanimate things also have 
the capacity to ‘talk.’ A 
performance in a studio is 
fully reproduced by a video 
film and records. Similarly, 
the present world is, so to 
say, a big ‘studio’ of God. 
Whatever a man does or says 
or even thinks, everything is 
being recorded at every 
moment. And when the time 
comes, this world will repeat 
everybody’s story in such a 
way that not a thing, great or 
small, will be left out. 
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The weight of actions 


“The Clatterer! 
What is the 
Clatterer? Would 
that you knew what 
the Clatterer is! [It 
is] a Day when 
mankind shall be 
like scattered 
moths and the 
mountains like tufts 
of carded wool. 
Then, the one 
whose good deeds 
weigh heavy on the 
scales, will have a 
most pleasing life. 
But as for him 
whose deeds are 
light on the scales, 
the Abyss shall be 
his home. What 
will convey to you 
what this is like? It 
is a blazing fire.” 
(AL-Qari‘ah 101:1-11) 


The turmoil of Doomsday 
will smash everything. 
People will completely lose 
their bearings. Thereafter a 
new world will come into 
existence where only Truth 
will carry weight. All falsity 
will be set at naught. In the 
present world, the approval 
of the people prevails. Here 
things carry weight 
according to the likes and 
dislikes of men. The world 
of the Hereafter is the 
world of God, where 
everything will be 
subservient to His will. 


In the present world the 
deeds performed are judged 
according to their 
appearance. In the 
Hereafter deeds will be 
judged according to their 
inner reality. The more 
sincere a man’s deeds, the 
more importance they will 
be given. The deed which is 
devoid of sincerity will carry 
absolutely no weight in the 
Hereafter, however 
significant it might have 
seemed to the superficial 
people of the present world. 
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Woman’s pledge 


“O Prophet! When 
believing women 
come to you and 
pledge themselves 
not to associate in 
worship any other 
thing with God, not 
to steal or commit 
adultery or kill their 
children or indulge in 
slander, intentionally 
inventing falsehoods, 
and not to disobey 
you in that which is 
right, then accept 
their pledge of 
allegiance and pray 
to God to forgive 
them their sins, for 
God is forgiving and 
merciful.” 
(ALMumtahanah 
60:12) 
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In this verse those terms 
have been mentioned on 
which a pledge is taken 
from a woman and after 
which she is taken into the 
fold of Islam. Among these 
conditions, two conditions 


are of basic importance, i.e. 


refraining from ascribing 
partners to God and 
obedience to the Prophet. 
The remaining stated and 
un-stated requirements are 
automatically included in 
these two conditions. 


Motherhood 


“Your Lord has 
commanded that you 
should worship none 
but Him and show 
kindness to your 
parents. If either or 
both of them attain 
old age with you, say 
no word of contempt 
to them and do not 
rebuke them, but 
always speak gently 
to them.” 

(ALIsra’ 17: 23) 


The Quran tells us to be kind 
and respectful to our parents, 
but of the two, the mother has 
been given greater priority, as 
she is the one God chose to be 
the key to new life. She carries 
the baby in her womb in a way 
that nobody carries anyone 
else, feeds the baby from her 
heart, protects it, patiently 
suffers the pains of labour, 
until she knows that the baby 
is ready to open its eyes and 
look upon this world. Her love 
is unconditional. Considering 


this a debt that can never be 
repaid, we must always strive 
to make our parents happy by 
our respect, obedience, love 
and care. 


It has always been the 
parents who have taken care of 
the children when they were 
helpless and had no knowledge 
of life. So when the children 
have grown up and the parents 
have grown old and helpless, it 
is the children’s duty to be 
gentle and kind to them out 
of gratitude to them for all 
that they have done. 


According to a hadith a man 
once asked the Prophet, “To 
whom should I be kind?” The 
Prophet replied, “Your 
mother.” He asked, “Then to 
whom?” The Prophet said, 
“Your mother.” He asked, 
“Then to whom?” The 
Prophet replied, “Your 
mother.” It was only when he 
asked the fourth time, “Then 
to whom?” that the Prophet 
replied, “Your father.” This 
shows that as far as receiving 
kindness from children is 
concerned, the mother has a 
far greater right than 

the father. 
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Divorce 


“Once you divorce 
women, and they 
have reached the end 
of their waiting 
period, then either 
retain them in all 
decency or part from 
them decently. Do 
not retain them in 
order to harm them 
or wrong them... 
Fear God and know 
that God is aware of 
everything.” 
(ALBagarah 2:231) 


While marriage is the rule of 
life, and divorce only an 
exception, the latter must also 
be accepted as a reality, 


In the Quran, and in the 
Hadith, there are various 
commandments regarding 
divorce, the main point being 
that divorce should be sought 
only when circumstances 
make this unavoidable. 
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Although Islam permits 
divorce, it lays great 
emphasis on its being a 
concession, and a measure 
to be resorted to only when 
there is no alternative. 
Seeing it in this light, the 
Prophet Muhammad said, 
“Of all the things permitted 
divorce is the most hateful 
in the sight of God.” 


’ 


The family is the primary 
unit for the training of 
human beings. Were it to 
disintegrate, this would 
have an injurious effect on 
the society to which those 
human beings must 
individually make a positive 
contribution if, collectively, 
they are to form a good and 
just nation. If the family no 
longer existed, it would be 
the whole of humanity 
which would suffer. It is 
only when husband and 
wife have reached the 
point of agreeing that they 
can no longer live together 
that they should divorce 
and, even after the divorce, 
they should be kind and 
respectful to each other. 


On a eee 


The concept of intercession 


“Those whom they 
invoke besides 
God have no 
power of 
intercession, only 
those who bear 
witness to the 
truth and they 
know. And if you 
ask them who 
created them, they 
will surely say, 
God. How then 
are they turned 
away? The 
Prophet has said, 
‘Lord! Truly they 
are a people who 
do not believe.’ 
Then bear with 
them [O 
Muhammad] and 
say, ‘Peace.’ They 
will soon come to 
know.” 
(AL-Zukhruf 
43:86-89) 


The intercession which the 
prophets and the callers of truth 
will make with God is, in reality, 
not intercession but the giving 
of testimony, i.e. bearing 
witness to facts which one 
personally knows. In the 
hereafter, when the cases of the 
people are presented, God, 
despite His knowledge, will call 
upon their contemporaries for 
confirmation. The preachers 
conveyed to the people the 
message of truth. Some 
accepted their message, while 
others rejected it. Some 
supported the truth, while 
others became its enemy. The 
callers of truth will present that 
experience before God which 
they had had directly with their 
addressees. This will be of the 
same nature as a witness making 
a true statementiin)the:courtion: 
the basis of his observation. 
Except for this, no one will have 
the power to intercede with 
God on behalf of a criminal in 
order to change the divine 
decision about him, which was 
to be made according to the | 
facts. God is above human 
intervention. 
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Being magnanimous 


among you resolve 
to withhold their 
bounty from their 
kindred and the 
needy and those 
who have migrated 
from their homes in 
the cause of God. 
Let them forgive 
and overlook. Do 
you not wish God to 
forgive you? God is 
forgiving and 
merciful.” 

(AL Nur 24:22) 


‘A’ishah’s father, Abu 
Bakr, had been giving 
financial help to Mistah 
ibn Uthatha, a poor 
migrant from Makkah, 
who was a distant relative 
of his. But when the latter 
actively spread slander 


52 


against “A’ishah, Abu Bakr was 
naturally hurt by this and 
vowed that he would never 
again help Mistah in any way. 


In Islam, help is to be given to 
needy persons on account of 
their being needy and not on 
any other grounds. Therefore, 
the aforementioned Quranic 
verses were revealed ordering 
that those who could should 
Not stop giving monetary help 
to those in need on account of 
personal grudges. They were 
asked whether they did not 
want to be pardoned by God 
and told that if they expected 
God's forgiveness, they too 
should adopt a forgiving 
attitude towards others. On 
hearing this verse, Abu Bakr 
said: ‘Yes ! By God! We want 
You to forgive us, O! Lord of 
ours!’ and he started helping 
Mistah once again. 


In the eyes of a believer, God’s 
commands are of the utmost 
importance. As soon as a 
believer becomes aware of 
God’s injunction, he submits 
to it, even though it may be 
entirely against his wishes. 


= 


“O you who believe, 
do not follow in the 
footsteps of Satan, 
and whoever follows 
in the footsteps of 
Satan should know 
that he enjoins only 
indecency and evil. 
But for the grace of 
God and His mercy 


upon you, not one of 


you would ever be 
purified; but God 
purifies whom He 
pleases. God is all 
hearing and all 
knowing.” 
(ALNur 24:21) ` 


j 


) To follow in the 
) footsteps of Satan Means 
acting upon his secret 
y evil Promptings, When 
j for no reason at al] the 
| mind of an individual is 
suddenly flooded by 
i feelings of suspicion 
when a man begins i 
harbouring negative 
thoughts about his 
OPponents, it js the 
insidious work of Satan 
T herefore, when such i 
thoughts and feelings 
take shape, man should 
Instead of cultivatin l 
them, immediately root 
them out from his heart 
9 cultivate such j 
feelings amounts to 
following Satan. 


` 


A good woman 


“Men are 
protectors of 
women, because 
God has made 
some of them excel 
others and because 
they spend their 
wealth on them. So 
virtuous women are 
obedient and guard 
in the husband’s 
absence what God 
would have them 
guard. As for those 
from whom you 
apprehend 
infidelity, admonish 
them, then refuse 
to share their beds, 
and finally hit them 
{lightly}. Then if 
they obey you, take 
no further action 
against them. For 
God is High, 
Great.” 
(ALNisa’ 4:34) 
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A good woman is one who, 
conducting herself according to 
God's plan, accepts the role of 
man as leader. Similarly, a good 
man ts one who, discharging his 
role, does not forget that God 
is always watching him. The 
divine court of judgement does 
not differentiate between man 
and woman. The gender-based 
difference is meant only to 
ensure the effective 
management of worldly life and 
bears no relation to the requital 
and rewards of the Hereafter. 
Man should try to discharge all 
his responsibilities towards 
woman, and if there is such a 
woman who does not recognize 
the administrative capacity of 
the man, it must not lead to a 
tevengeful attitude in the man, 
nor should he start maligning 
her with allegations. However, 
under specific circumstances, if 
the man finds her guilty of 
immoral conduct, he should try 
to reform her. The process of 
this reform has to start with 
counselling, then if need be, he 
may cease to talk to and relate 
with her and lastly, he 
may reprove her with 
light punishment. 


Inheritance 


“Men shall have a share in 
what parents and relatives 
leave behind, and women 
shall have a share in what 


parents and relatives leave 
behind, whether it be little 


or much. This is ordained 


[by God]. If other relatives, 
orphans or needy people are 


present at the time of the 
division, then provide for 
them out of it, and speak 


kindly to them. Those who 
are concerned about the fate 


of their own helpless 


children if they should die 


and leave them behind 
should show the same 
concern for orphans. Let 


them fear God and uphold 
justice. Those who consume 


the property of orphans 
unjustly are actually 
swallowing fire into their 


own bellies; soon they will 
burn in the blazing Flame.” 


(ALNisa’ 4:7-10) 


In this world a man 
may usurp a weak 
person’s right. But 
every unlawful 
acquisition that he 
makes is like filling up 
his belly with fire. 
The fact that 
whatever is usurped is 
like fire may not be 
apparent here, but it 
will become evident in 
the Hereafter. Man 
has been given 
freedom of action in 
this world, but he 
cannot manipulate the 
result of his actions. 
One who wishes to be 
saved from evil 
consequences should 
not do wrong to 
others. He should 
adopt the culture of 
beneficence and, 
according to his 
capacity, be a giver to 
others. If one is not in 
a position to benefit 
others in any way, one 
should, according to 
Islamic standards, at 
least not hurt anyone’s 
feelings. One should 
speak plainly and 
truthfully, or else 
remain silent. 
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Repentance 


eee acer i 


) rep aison. after. 
Ca turns towards 
such people with 
mercy; He is all 
knowing and all wise. 
Forgiveness i is not for 
those who continue to 
do evil deeds until, 
when death comes 
upon one of them, he 
says: ‘Now I repent!’ 
nor from those who 
die as deniers of the 
truth. We have 
prepared a painful 


punishment for them.” 


(ALNisa’ 4:17-18) 


Repentance does not mean 
simply uttering certain words 
like, ‘I repent’ or ‘tawbah’. It 
should not be mere lip service. 
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It means the intense 
realization of one’s 
wrongdoing. If a sinner 
sincerely repents the error of 
his ways, he experiences an 
agonizing condition at par 
with self-punishment. God 
will surely pardon one who 
thus repents due to His 
intense fear. However, He 
does not accept the 
repentance of those who 
daringly and insensitively 
and knowingly continue to 
disobey and transgress, 
paying no heed to any 
warning and saying ‘I repent’ 
only when death is staring 
them in the face. Nor does 
the repentance of those who 
admit their sins only after 
witnessing the horrors of the 
Hereafter have any meaning 
for the Almighty. The 
essence of contrition is that 
the wrongdoer should turn 
to his Lord, so that the Lord 
also turns to him. 
Repentance (tawbah) is for 
one who commits a wrongful 
act under the influence of a 
momentary emotion or 
Passion, but who is soon 
made by his conscience to 
realize his fault; and returns 
to righteousness. 
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“We have enjoined 
man to show kindness 
to his parents—for his 
_ mother bears him, in 
= ~ hardship upon 
r hardship, and his 
weaning takes two 
years. [We said} Give 
thanks to Me and to 
your parents; all will 
return to Me. But if 
they press you to 
associate something 
with Me about which 
you have no 
knowledge, do not 
obey them. Yet be 
kind to them in this 
world and follow the 


path of those who turn 


to Me. You will all 
return to Me in the 


end, and I will tell you 


everything that you 
have done.” 
(Luqman 31:14-15) 


After God, a man’s parents 
have the first claim upon his 
loyalty. But, if the parents’ 
desire clashes with God’s 
will, then preference has to 
be given to God’s will and 
the parents’ wishes have to 
be accorded the second 
place. However, it is 
necessary even then to 
continue to serve the 
parents as usual. 


Striking this balance 
between two different 
requirements is the highest 
example of wisdom of 
Islam, and the secret of all 
successes is hidden in this 
wisdom. 


The Merciful 
II 


“The Merciful who 
taught the Quran— 
He created man and 
He taught him 
speech. The sun and 
the moon move 
according to a fixed 
reckoning; the stars 
and the trees bend in 
prostration. He raised 
the heavens and set 
up the measure, so 
that you should not 
transgress the 
measure. Always 
measure with justice 
and do not give short 
measure.” (4-Rahman 


55:1-9) 


à wants human beings to 
s follow; and’ fhis i is clearly set } 


God created human beings. 
He granted them the unique 
power of speech—a power 
not bestowed upon any 
other creature or anything 
else in the whole known 
universe. Then, there is the 
practical example of the role 
of justice and fair play which 
inheres in the universe at 
God’s behest. The whole 
world surrounding the 
human being is based on 
these principles of balance 
and justice, which.God™~ =, 
\ \ 


Forthi int thet Quran. The 
Quranis: the e verbal = 
expression of this Divine 
justice and the universe is its 
practical expression. It is 
imperative that the subjects 
of God weigh their words 
and deeds in this balance. 
They should not be unjust in 
either giving or taking. 
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Sincere servants of God 


“Those on the Right, 
how fortunate are 
those on the Right! 
They shall recline on 
high amidst lote trees 
without thorns and 
clustered bananas, 
and spreading shade 
and flowing water, 
and fruits in 
abundance, never- 
ending and 
unrestricted, on 
raised couches. We 
have created maidens 
perfectly and made 
them virgins, loving 
companions, 
matching in age, for 
those on the Right, a 
large group of the 
earlier people and a 
large group of those 
of later times.” 
(Al-Waqiah 56:27-40) 


‘Those on the Right’ (ashab 
al-yamin) means the ordinary 
people of paradise. This 
category includes all those 
people who, according to 
their belief and character, 
were pious. As regards faith, 
they were not in possession 
of a high degree of 
consciousness. However, 
they were sincere about God 
and His Prophet, and they 
maintained themselves on 
the path of justice and went 
in fear of God throughout 
their lives. In this category 
there will be a fair number of 
persons from the 
earlier period and a 
considerable number 
from the 
later period. 


The presence of God 


“There are two 
gardens for one who 
fears standing before 
his Lord. Which of 
your Lord’s wonders 
would you deny? 
[There will be two 
gardens with] 
spreading branches. 
Which of your Lord’s 
wonders would you 
deny? In both of 
them, there are two 
springs flowing. 
Which of your Lord’s 
wonders would you 
deny? In both of 
them, there will be 
two kinds of every 
fruit. Which of your 
Lord’s wonders would 
you deny? They will 
recline upon carpets 
lined with rich 
brocade; and the 
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fruits of both these 
gardens will be 
within easy reach. 
Which of your Lord’s 
wonders would you 
deny? Therein are 
maidens of modest 
gaze, whom neither a 
man nor a jinn had 
ever touched before 
them. Which of your 
Lord’s wonders 
would you deny? 
{There will be] 
maidens as fair as 
corals and rubies. 
Which of your Lord’s 
wonders would you 
deny? The reward of 
goodness shall be 
nothing but 
goodness. Which of 
your Lord’s wonders 
would you deny?” 
(ALRahman 55:46-61) 


There are two classes of 
paradise. The Paradise with 
two gardens mentioned in 
these verses is that of the first 
category. In this Paradise, 
royal fare will be provided. 
Such bounties will be 
available to those who were so 
overwhelmed by thoughts of 
God that in the present world 
itself they made themselves 
stand, as if in the august 
presence of God. They 

related to God on the level of 
thsan, that is, experiencing the 
presence of God in this 

world itself. 


The gardens of bliss a 
“Those on the carrying goblets and 


Right—how blessed 
are those on the 
Right! Those on the 
Left—how unlucky 
are those on the Left! 
The third to the fore 
shall be the foremost. 
They shall be the 
nearest to God. They 
will dwell in the 
Gardens of Bliss: a 
large group of the 
early believers, and a 
lesser number from 
the later generations. 
Seated on couches 
wrought in gold and 
encrusted with 
precious stones, 
reclining on them 
facing each other; 


ewers and cups filled 
with the purest 
wine, neither 
causing headaches, 
nor intoxication; 
along with fruits of 
their choice; and the 
meat of any bird 
that they may 
desire; and fair 
maidens with large, 
lustrous eyes like 
the pearls in their 
shells: shall be their 
recompense for 
their deeds. They 
will not hear therein 
any vain or sinful 
talk, only the words 
of peace and 
tranquillity.” 

(AL Waqi‘ah 56:8-26) 


The group at the forefront 
(as-sabiqun) will comprise of 
those who, immediately 
accept the Truth when it 
appears before them, and 
surrender themselves to it 
without hesitation. According 
to the Prophet’s wife, 
‘Aishah, the Prophet said, 
‘Do you know, on the Day of 
Judgement, who will be the 
first to find a place in the 
protective shade of God?’ 
People said that God and His 
Prophet knew best. Then he 
said, ‘It will be those to whom 
Truth was presented and they 
accepted it. When Truth was 
demanded of them, they gave 
it. They gave the same 
decision with regard to others 
as they did with regard to 


themselves.’ (Tafsir 
ibn Kathir). 


In the early period of the call 
for Truth, for those who 
came forward and embraced 
Islam, it was a discovery. 
The generation coming after 
them, regarded Islam as a 
legacy. It is this difference 
between discovery and legacy 
which raises the status of 
first group over that of the 
second group. Naturally, the 
second group is larger in 
number than the first group. 
In the Hereafter, there will 
be ordinary rewards for the 
second group while, for the 
first group, there will be 
royal rewards. 


The world of Paradise 


“But those mindful 
of God will be ina 
safe place, among 
gardens and Springs, 
dressed in fine silk 
and in rich brocade, 
and they will face 
each other: so it will 
be. We shall wed 
them to maidens 
with large, dark eyes. 
They will call therein 
for every kind of 
fruit, in peace and 
security. They will 
not taste death 
therein, save the first 
death. God will save 
them from the 
torment of Hell as 
an act of grace. That 
will be the supreme 
triumph.” 
(Al-Dukban 44:51-57) 


These words paint an idyllic 
picture of a world which man 
sees only in his dreams. 
Therein lies the existence he 
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Most yearns for, but is unable 
to have it in this Present i 
world. Only in Paradise will | 
he enter such a world, and it | 
will be even better than his | 
| 

| 


‘dream’ world. 


This world, free ofall kinds of 
fear, will be open to those 
who feared God in this world. 
The life there, which is 
replete with eternal benefits, 
will be the reward of those | 
who sacrificed the temporary 
benefits of this world for its 
sake. The crowning glories of 
the Hereafter will be savoured 
only by those who had the 
courage to risk their worldly 
success for higher things. 
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